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New horizo
urns bright

Victor Manor mobile home.
park reborn in new glory

Marcus Larson/Newstegister

Top: Located in the middle of the mobile home park, a plot of green grass serves as a play area for children, Resldents hope one day
to have some playground equipment, as weil. Above: While friend Garry Barnes holds a plece of woed, home owner Elias Montemayor
cuts it to the right length. Montemayor was helping ‘bulld a deck entrance to his moblle home as required by the clty.

By STARLA POINTER
Of the News-Register

Residents of Booth Bend
Road’s Horizon Homeowners
Cooperative are thankful for
many things this year -— paved
steeets, better utility lines, newly
planted maple trees and a host of
other upgrades that have trans-
formed their mobile home park.

But most of all, they are thank-
ful for a safe, close-knit neigh-
borhood in which to raise their
children. After all, “This was
mostly for the kids,” said Elias
Montemayor, who is putting the

finishing touches on new porch-
es outside his single-wide unit,

Montemayor and most of the
residents moved to Horizon, then
called Victor Manor, long before
the recent improvements. They
remember potholes in the reads
and aging trees that threatened
t¢ topple in windstorms like the
ane that blew through Mac over
the weekend,

They also remember receiv-
ing notices warning the land
under them was about to be sold
for redevelopment. That would
have meant moving their units

elsewhere — assuming those
units were up 1o such a move,
space could be found in a park
elsewhere and that park would
accepl older units like theirs.

Then residents formed a coop-
erative and bought the land
themselves. They borrowed the
money from ShoreBank Enter-
prise Cascadia, 2 certified non-
profit community development
institution.

CASA of Qregon, the Ore-
gon Housing and Community
Services agency, the City of
McMinnville, former owner Les

Toth and many donors, including
local nurseries, all pitched in to
make what seemed an impos-
sible dream become a live pos-
sibility and eventually a fairy
tale reality. ‘

The Horizon Homeowners’
Cooperative became the first
mebile home park in Oregon to
undergo a successful transition
to restdent ownership.

“It's a pretty empowering
thing to be involved not only in
the puechase of a home, but also
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